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you clearly what the facts are here. Le t me say , by way of
p re f a ce , t h a t we h a d a me e t i ng t h i s mo r n i n g wi t h mo s t , i f n o t
all, of the interested parties on this bill and we were not able
to come to comp lete a g reement, s o we decide d that we
would...that an orde rly way to do this would be to present one
a nd possibly two amendments. This is the first of possibly tw o
amendments and, depending upon how you decide this, there may be
a second o ne. I encoura ge you in th ink ing about this to
exclu de , f o r t h e mo m e nt , t h e r o l e o f t h e c i t y o f L i n c o l n ,
because everybody as a whole was in agreement that there needed
to be an accommodation for Lincoln and for Blair, possibly,
which has also bonded, and that accomnodation everybody agrees
to can be done in one of two ways. It can be done with this
first amendment that we' re talking about, or it can be done with
a second technical amendment. So if you reject the first
amendment, then there will be a second technical amendment that
everybody agrees to, to accommodate all of the different cities
in the League of Nunicipalities, but that won't be necessary if
you vote y es on t his particular amendment. Now with all that
preface, let me try to tell you what the facts are here, and I'm
hoping i f you w i l l , fo r t hose o f you who l i ke v i sua l t hi ng s l i ke
I do, if y ou' ll pick up this sheet that says ' N I R F
A lternatives,' you can follow a long on that as well as
listening. But on that sheet I tried to p o int ou t , first of
all, current language, and by that I mean. . .by t h at I me a n w h a t
happens if you adopt the committee amendments and adopt the bill
with the committee amendment, and wha t's sh own the re, un der
current language, is what happens. Now remember that this is a
little more comp l icated beca use LB 4 07 , the ma in line
appropriations bill, is affected. It has to be a two-step kind
of process. So I'm trying to show you here what happens with
L B 407 , t h e ma i n l i n e b i l l , un d e r t h e p r o p o s e d A p p r o p r i a t i o n s
Comnittee solution, and then what h appens un der LB 440. So
under LB 407 we have cut sta te aid to municipalities. Now
that's not NIRF. That's a separate program. We cut st ate aid
t o m u n i c i p a li t i e s by $3 mi l l i on , wh i c h h a p pens t o b e t he ver y
same size as 100 percent of the N IRF funds, okay? So w e cu t
state aid to muni cipalities b y $3 mi llion. Now , w ith the
Approp r i a t i on s C o mmi t t e e a m e ndment , NI R F w o u l d c o n t i n ue fo r a
t wo-yea r pe r i o d , a t wh i ch p o i n t i t wo u l d c om e t o an en d . NI RF
ends after two years. That's the key point. N ow down un der
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